MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 18 OCT 07

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Thursday 18 October 2007 at 7.30 pm in the Charlton Recreation Centre
Present:  Cllrs Wilkins (Chairman), Burne, Mrs Cripps, Dickens, Hart, Mrs Pollard, Miss Walker, M Bromley Gardner (Clerk).  No members of the public.
1.
Welcome.  The Chairman started the meeting by welcoming all Councillors but particularly Philip Dickens after his recent illness.


2.
Apologies.  Cllrs Brothwood and Neel, WCC Cllr Soden, NWDC Cllrs Sturgis and Vines.


3.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.

4.
Declarations of Interest.  None.

5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 19 July 07, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  

6.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting.  All points from the last meeting had either been actioned as required or were on the agenda for this meeting.  One correction to an earlier Minutes (17 May 07) was recorded:  at Item 8a the current balance was recorded as £183.91, and although this figure had survived all the Minute-checking it must have been wrong as the bank statements show that the balance at that time would have been £1911.54; a correction was made manually and was signed by the Chairman. 
7.
Finance.

a.
Situation.  First there was brief preliminary discussion about next year’s precept.  The current budget was heading for an end-year surplus of about £2000.  The next precept would need to be fully discussed and set at the next meeting.  The Recreation Centre committee was thought to be wanting to request a regular income, but the PC would prefer to support specific projects.  The pub was thought to be keen to get involved in fund-raising for the village.  It was decided:
· To approach the Recreation Centre committee about making a proposal for financial support



         Action:  Cllr Jenny Walker
· To approach the pub about fundraising
          Action:  Cllr Mark Wilkins
b.
Payments.  Two payments were authorized:  to NWDC, for the elections, £19, cheque number 283; and to Mazars for the audit, £141, cheque number 284.  Additionally the PC agreed in principle to meet the bill for the skip that had been organized for the village clean-up; last year the cost had been £50.

c.
At this point Philip Dickens announced that he needed to stand down as the Parish Council’s Village Hall representative.  Jenny Walker agreed to take over.

8.
Bus Shelter.  
a.
The Clerk reported against the actions tasked by the last meeting:
· The current bus shelter had been built in 1966 after its predecessor had been demolished in a motor accident in autumn 1965, using the car driver’s insurance payout and, so far as can be ascertained, the balance of a public-subscription bus-shelter fund.  It had been re-sited, and the land for this had been let by Malmesbury RDC at a cost of one shilling per year.
· In a telephone conversation the insurers had said that the repairs would be claimable against the insurance.

· He had not yet written to Westlea since he felt it would be better to know more about the financial situation first – ie the estimates for the repairs and whether they would be fully covered by or greater than the insurance payout.
· Nothing had been heard on whether WCC might contribute.
b.
Four roofing contractors had been invited to provide an estimate for the repairs, and two estimates had been received:  Ian Nurden at £2050 plus VAT, and Darren Freeth at £900 plus VAT.  The Clerk had made enquiries about the latter contractor, and had received an excellent reference from David Badcock in the village who had recently used them.  Accordingly the Parish Council decided to go ahead with the lower estimate.







        Action:  Clerk
Afternote:  the bus shelter roof was repaired on 23 Oct 07.
c.
It was also necessary to consider how to prevent the damage (thought to be footballs bouncing on the roof, with the back wall of the bus shelter being used as a goal) occurring again.  But Westlea owned the land and the Parish Council considered that it could not dictate a solution; Westlea needed at the least to be consulted.  The Clerk was to write to ask Westlea to propose how they would minimize future further damage. 
        



       Action:  Clerk
9.
Remembrance Sunday.  The Parish Council agreed that the Chairman would lay a wreath, and that a donation of £50 should be given to the British Legion.  The contact for the wreath and the donation was Mr Tilney of Parklands, Malmesbury.









   Action:  Clerk and RFO
10.
‘One Council’ – Report by Cllr Burne.  Simon Burne had attended a WCC briefing session for town and parish councils.  He reported that while the aim was clearly to cut costs there would also be opportunity for greater responsibility at lower levels; but that it would be a complex business with a reduced workforce and so many parishes involved (some 320-odd).  We would need a sharp mind on the case to get the most out of it.  He brought back a handout which was to be distributed by the Clerk to all Cllrs.










        Action:  Clerk
11.
WOMAD.  The Chairman reported on the post-WOMAD Festival public meeting.  It had gone well with a very positive feel from the village.  WOMAD were to completely re-design their layout so would need a new licence application, with full consultation again, not just a run-on of the old licence.  This would mean an opportunity to look for greater parking restrictions in Park Street; controlling parking at the Village Hall was also discussed and it was decided to leave it for at least another year to see what happened.  There was discussion about gaining greater financial support from WOMAD for the village; the decision was that we would start to think of suitable projects in which to involve WOMAD, and meanwhile the Chairman would write to WOMAD to say what we proposed.







        Action:  Clerk
12.
Planning.  One planning application was discussed – application number 07/02578/FUL – Saw Mills, Pink Lane.  There was no comment or objection.








    

        Action:  Clerk
13.
Significant Correspondence.  None.

14.
Councillors’ Reports.  
a.
Buses.  Jenny Walker reported that there was a review of all bus services in Wiltshire.  If we had a strong view we needed to respond before December.  No detail was known.  It was decided that the Clerk should write making the point that Charlton people do use the bus and that the Parish Council wanted early warning of any proposal to lose the bus service. 

        Action:  Clerk
 Afternote:  that letter was written but crossed with details of the proposals, which make some reduction in the service but do not cut it altogether; detail was sent to all Cllrs either by email or by hard copy as appropriate.

b.
Parish Magazine.  It was decided that the magazine ought to include a list of all the Parish Councillors; and it was proposed that the pub may like to buy the back page for the year.   




 Action:  Cllr Jane Cripps
16.
Councillors’ Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  The precept should be discussed at the next meeting.  




        Action:  Clerk
17.
Next Meetings.  The next meeting was confirmed as 17 Jan 08, and the following dates for 2008 were selected:


March  – 13th (Annual Parish Meeting, with PC meeting afterwards for urgent items only)

May – 15th (Annual Parish Council Meeting)

July – 17th

October – 16th
The meeting closed at 9.21pm.
Chairman
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